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HEBORBANDUE 20E: Director of Uentral Intelilgence

SURIBOY: Frocuresent of € Triple Prime Camermn
Systens J0v Project IDEALIST

i. The susstion of whetber G54 was wise 1w soving
psromptly to gpurchase four ITEL C Triple Prime casersa for
the T-8 has cowe into guention severial times, It was raimed
initially shen 05A placed the order for these camerss
several days after the operational demcustration of ounc
foot rescliution over <uba. It bhas come up recently in
muesticning whethor we are willing to risk losing these
cageras ob Lhina overflights in retura for oubamced TeROIv.
fion,

. 4t the time of the orviginal purchase we mede a
careful svalustion of all available camerss to see 11, in
inct, the ¢ Triple Primo camors was the way we wished to go.
A4 table of the existing and proposed camers candidates s
attechud for istersst. The Eastean.Bodak CGICART camers
promised t9 give comparable resolution with wider swath
width, bowever, this requires a very major modification
for use in the U-2. There was alsc the guestion of lead
time OB the cawerss themsslves. The OICARY camera, of
cOUTES, rRises AR MVeD more iaportant potsntial ices
segtion.,

4. The iy Ferce im also spossoriag the developuent of
& WICON 487 cumers for OGXCART amd U.2 umse, which promises to
zive ome foot resolution on the ground. However, this cszera
nam aot yet Deen tusted sad could ot be delivered until
zarly 19€4, 25X1

4. The { Triple Prise canmers bEad already demonstirated
10" resolution asd could e purchaged lor about Do T
copy. The [irst of the preduction models could ars e
within foumr months and would it is the U.2 withomt eguip~
sent modification., its disndvantage is vleally its sarvow

NRO review(s) completed.
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areth wldth of 17 miles, which we bad hoped w wonle Geebiv
in ihe couvergent sterec versicn. However, in opder to
ivcrepse swetlh wiath coverage, it would be pecesssry to
souify the aircraft fuselage #C &5 fe tilt the twe € Triple
Trlae cABOTSS. Nomotheless, it ls owr experience that enly
the stripe lmmsdiately besesth the flight path are of
speciat valuve for Bigh rescluticon coverage and thias is
cxpectly whore the ¢ Triple Prime delivers its 10" resclutisn.
Therelore, ihe OS4 pecple proceeded promptly te place &n
order for four sterec caserss with ay coBCUrrencs, using
fgncs in the 1964 Frogram B budget which Bad boon sllccated
ty £BO te U~§ camers precuremsnt, This prompt Rction was
vinoleated by the faversble iatelligence commanity resctien
o the produet of the ( Triple ¥rime cameras resultisg Irom
sissions ovver (ubs sso (OMOK interest in utiliziog this
caners sysies over (aine.

%, feceatly, we BAve bees concermed about the efisct
of the less of one of tbe U Triple Prime satellite cumerasw
over Calms. ‘The Fact of the matter is that the ceuers hes
Leen flowsn three times over (ubz sBc coule . been lost
wither by hestile sciion as in| chBe, or 25X1
Jus te mecheaicsl failure 88 is| —Jepse recsutiy. o5y
pd we logt the cameras cover Luba they probekly would have
sone guilckly to the Soviet tnicn where there is & capsbility
for expleoiting the tecnnclogy they would have gaived. dere
we to lose the © Triple Prime CEmers over ¢hina, there is
x real guesiion in oy ailnd whether it would be shared with
the Soviets. GCertainly 1 would gquesticn whetber the Chinese
possess the eanpablility to exploit the ¢ Triple Prise cemers'ts
sivances techmelogy 1z view of their own isck of o wajor
recennpizgence prograa. Ihe sulstantive people have been
spite «lesr in their need tor higs resvintion photography
of both Feetou snd Lenchou. The € Triple Yrise camors, with
1t LO" pesclution aud mErvow sirip is iceanl for this purpoese.
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i suggest that wo pead this coverdge iar aore thasn ve nees
W RerEy Aboutl the consequencos of divalgleyg the hasic
tachnology.

e Zy stropg yecosswudstion is that ve contisse to
scguire the osperational capakility with the Jour € Triple
Prige CANSIBE.

ALBERT L. BRBRELON
} bepaty mxwtw
(Seience and Technelogy)
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